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Scarcely any town in New York
state offered attractions to compete
with those of Oneida. Located in the
Mohawk Valley, scene of the famed
Indian wars, the nearby reservation
held the last of the peaceful Oneida,
or Oneyotka-Ona, tribe. The town of
Oneida, as distinct from Oneida
(astle, the Indian village, was found-
ed in 1829 by Sands Higginbotham,
a follower of John Humphrey Noyes,
who believed himself to have redis-
covered the ideals of early Christian-
ity. Settling at Oneida, Noyes’ ad-
herents practised communism com-
bined with an odd mixture of polo-
gamy and polyandry referred to in
their writings as “complex mar-
riage.” That the term held some
correctness, its practitioners learned
during the seventies when the Oswe-
go Midland brought the first curious

OIL CARS on the Port Jervis branch. En-

gine 245, Class U-1, was a Mogul until

1924, when the change to 4-6-0 was made.

Right: Stylized map of the New York &
Oswego Midland, 1876
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trainloads to the doors of Oneida’s
“Big House.”

The times were black with depres-
sion. The Oneidas needed ready cash
for their communally produced wares
and the Midland needed passenger
traffic. An agreement was reached
between the railroad and the com-
munily whereby the wares were to
be hauled and, in return, the pas-
sengers were to be allowed to view
the “Big House” and its, perhaps
as communally produced, offspring.
Unfortunately, the outside world,
thus brought to see what it had only
heard rumored and had not believed,
went tight with disapproval. Not
quite tight enough for a boycott at
first. A contemporary reporter notes
that Father and Mother still rode
the eleven o’clock train to Onecida—
“Trather in an aura of sanctity and
with a sly batch of mental reserva-
tions; Mother to protect Father from
the wiles of brazen hussies, steeling
herself against the Devil and all his
works—” but by 1880 neither the
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vast stone barracks called the “Big
House” nor the croquet grounds nor
the sixty-cent turkey dinner could
protect the community from the
wrath of the righteous. In that year,

FULTON

SLEVELAND with the emigration of

X SYLVAN BEACH Noyes and his more
°"E'°MAKE\"\/4 REME fanatical adherents to
ONEIDA UTICA Canada, the community

was dissolved and Onei-
da became a stock com-
pany devoted to nothing
more sinister than the
manufacture of silver-
ware. The Oswego Mid-
new Berun  land may be said to be
the only railroad direct-
ly involved in the de-
struction of a religious
community.
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RARE shot of passenger engine, Number 244, at water tower on the Monticello
branch, commemorates 1941 fan trip. This branch saw the last regularly scheduled
varnish ten years ago

line want the road to continue, they
must make a contribution to that
end.” The inference, that factories
and private individuals who should
have supported the line did not do so,
is borne out by a glance at the freight
and passenger figures of any of the
other roads operating in this terri-
tory. The people, naturally, had their
excuse: service offered was not com-
mensurate with their needs or their
desires. The obvious reply, that emp-
ty coaches do not buy new ones, was
drowned out in the roar of the new
Diesels. Which roar, in its way, was
also an answer to the problems posed
on that long ago winter’s dusk when,
as now, men wanted over the moun-
tains and out and the accident of a
vote taken at milking time chose the
way.

More than two generations of rail-
roaders had fought the terrific diffi-
culties and handicaps of that route.
The new gencration was continuing
the fight. Now, in 1946, for the first
time it can be said that the battle

secms on the way to be won. Con-
trary to the Walton Reporter’s as-
sumption of last year, not a single
man has lost work under the new
Diesel regime. In fact, management
boasts that many an engineer, too old
for the racket and jar of a steam en-
gine, pilots one of the new 5400’s
with ease. Coal and water stations
are being maintained, and no disloca-
tion of labor has resulted in that con-
nection. Fuel saving for three
months alone amounted to $166,787,
a figure which does not include the
saving on water bought from town
reservoirs. The expensive water soft-
ener at Oneida is scarcely in use at
all these days.

The road looks forward to com-
plete Dieselization—at present four
5400’s and one 2700, aided by five
yard switchers, carry the main bur-
den of heavy freight. The economy
of their operation within the last
year gives the road its first victory
over severe gradients. Management
feels that the best advantages will be
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obtained when oil completely re-
places coal in the company’s locomo-
tives.

Already, in the traffic field, coal
has given way to general merchan-
dise. Total tonnage carried in 1944
was over eight million, of which more
than six million was general mer-
chandise, figures representing a clear
gain of three million gross tons since
1938. While it is true that general
merchandise is competitive traffic
and requires more servicing than
coal, the handicap here is offset, man-
agement_claims, by the new tendency
toward diversification of industry.
Within the last years, numerous in-
dustries have decentralized them-
selves, and have located non-urban
branches along the O&W right-of-
way. This means originating freight,
with consequent full rates.

With a growing merchandise traf-
fic shuttling over its Diesel-con-
quered grades, the New York, On-
tario & Western looks confidently
toward preservation on a self-sus-
taining basis. The possibility that, in
view of recent wage-scale increases,
the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion may augment freight rates, does
not dazzle management. They have
profited by their early failure in coal
traffic, which has given them time to
realize themselves as a general car-
rier; and, in consequence, are better
prepared for the wholesale competi-
tion in this traffic which is expected
to result from the recent coal wage
increases. Many another road, just
going into Seventy-seven, might well
study the O&W’s program for the
last ten years and benefit thereby.

As for passenger traffic, Nos. 1 and
2 will continue to run between Wee-
hawken and Walton, winter as well
as summer. The new 1946 Vacetion
Guide advertises skiing and numer-
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ous other winter sports to be had in
Orange, Ulster, Sullivan and Dela-
ware counties. The road is not too
optimistic in this regard; rooming
house associations, though, feel that
Midland tourist traffic may well be-
come year-round. Whatever the suc-
cess of the winter venture, the

NYO&W cannot fail in service to the
communities which are responsible
for its existence.
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TRAINS north of Middletown go into the
hole at this manually operated switch
point. Unused second track on left is red
with rust, will go for scrap soon
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